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Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) - Part 8

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT

SPECIFIED DEVELOPMENT BY A LOCAL AUTHORITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 179 OF THE
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 {(AS AMENDED) AND ARTICLE 81 OF PART 8 OF THE
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 (AS AMENDED).

SPECIFIED DEVELOPOMENT: N5/L60539 STROKESTOWN
ROAD SAFETY IMPROVEMENT SCHEME



Specified Development:

This Road safety Improvement Scheme has been designed by Roscommon County Council to address the
safety issues with the current N5/L60539 junction layout and St Mary's primary school entrance in
Strokestown on the N5. The project includes the provision of widened footpaths, narrowing of the
carriageway, junction improvement and includes hard and soft landscaping. The design will deliver a
continuous walking route and safe crossing points at the desired location. It will provide a safer junction
adjacent to the national school while also improving pedestrian & cycle links to the school from the town
centre, The proposed scheme will link in with the Strokestown Town Centre First Public Realm Project which
includes controlled pedestrian crossings, carriageway narrowing and enhanced footpaths throughout the
town centre.

Safety Objectives of the Proposed Scheme:

¢ Encourage vehicles to reduce speed on approach and through the urban centre of Strokestown.

¢ Create a safer junction at the Primary School and promote active travel links to the school and the
town.

* Improve sightlines when exiting the L-60539 and St Marys School.

s  Provide continuity to St Marys School of pedestrian and cycle facilities in the town centre, delivered
under the current public realm scheme.

* Reduce illegal manoeuvres including U-turns at this junction.

Statutory Procedures:

This Chief Executive report forms part of the statutory procedure for the preparation of the local authority
own development proposals and is prepared in accordance with the requirements of Section 179(3)(b) of the
Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, and Article 81 of Part 8 of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001 (As Amended). The purpose of this Chief Executive Report is primarily to provide an
account of the submissions/observations that have been received as part of the public consultation process
on the proposed N5/L60539 Traffic Safety Scheme.

In accordance with the requirements of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as
amended) the following procedures were followed:
= Notice of the proposed development was published in the Roscommon People on the 14 March 2025
«  The notice was circulated to the Elected Members for their information
s A public site notice was erected at the location of the proposed development
®  Plans and particulars of the proposed development were on public display for a period of four weeks
from the 14 March 2025
»  Submissions or observations were accepted up to and including 25 April 2025

Referrals:

internal Departments
= Municipal District Engineer
*  Planning Department
s Water Services Department
s Housing Department
= Corporate Services
=  Community and Enterprise
= National Road Design Office

Prescribed Bodies:
8 Transport Infrastructure Ireland

= National Heritage Council
= Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage



Supporting Documents attached
s Appendix A — Submissions
»  Appendix B — Planning Report
s Appendix C — Notices of Proposed Development
= Appendix D — Drawings

Submissions Summary

Six submissions were received. In general, most of the submissions had positive comments regarding
improving safety at the school gates. Some felt that there was no need for the scheme, as they did not feel
there was an issue, and some concern was expressed regarding the reduction of parking at the heritage
centre from four to two spaces. The board of management are very supportive of the proposed works and
feel that the works can’t come soon enough as for the past twenty years this area has been an area of high
risk of an accident occurring. The board feels that the works must proceed or there will be a serious accident
at this gate. Some comments were made about finishes and landscaping, these have been taken on board by
the design team. See Appendix A for full details of the submissions.

Conclusions

As part of Tlls ongoing commitment under the HD15 road safety program to provide safe and efficient
national roads, funding has been provided to improve safety on the N5 route through Strokestown.
Roscommon County Council have designed the proposed scheme to address the safety issues at the
N5/L60539 junction located adjacent to St Marys Primary School. The proposed scheme will address the
safety issues raised in recent TIl road safety inspections and will provide a much safer environment at the
junction particularly for schoolchildren and vulnerable road users. Reducing the carriageway width and
regularising the existing uncontrolled parking and turning movements at the school junction will create a
much safer environment for all road users. Elements of the Safe Routes to School design have been added to
the scheme to further highlight the presence of the school to drivers. The scheme as proposed will have an
overall impact of reducing vehicle speeds on approach to the town and incorporates design elements that
complement the upcoming town centre first public realm scheme. The overall scheme as designed contains
all the features required to address the HD15 safety issues at this location.

Recommendation

The proposed development accords well with the policies and objectives as well as the development
management guidelines and standards of the Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028 and thus
accords with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. | recommend that the
development hereby presented in this report be proceeded with.

S T,

Shane Tiernan Date: 16" May 2025
Chief Executive
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Appendix B - Planning Report

Planning Ref. PD/25/21

Description of development: Part 8 — N5/L60539 Strokestown Road Safety
Improvement

Location Lisroyne Townland, Strokestown, Co.

Applicant(s) Roscommon County

Planning Operational Roscommon

Overview of Development Proposal - |

The development proposal is located within the urban environs of Strokestown at the intersection
between the N5 and L60593. The proposed works essentially aim to provide road safety improvements
associated with a new junction between the N5 and L-60593 roads to improve access/egress
arrangements from the junction, sight lines, along with vehicular and pedestrian safety.

Environmental Considerations and Appropriate Assessment - J

Within designated site(s): No
Adjacent to designated sites(s): No

Details of designated site(s) and distance from application site:
The site is ¢.2.5km from Annaghmore Lough (Roscommon) SAC - 001626.

Accompanied by Appropriate Assessment Screening: Yes

The report has concluded that an AA of the proposed development is not required as it can be excluded
on the basis of objective information provided in the AA Screening Report, that the proposed development,
individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will not have a significant effect on any

European sites. {See detail contained within the report on file)

EIA Screening Checklist and associated conclusion outlining EIA is not required has been noted.

I O _= Pianning Policy

ROSCOMMON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN {RCDP) 2022 - 2028

In terms of the provision of an improved public infrastructure, Chapter 7: Infrastructure, Transport and
Communications promotes the maintenance and enhancement of the public road network throughout
the county, in order to improve movement, access and safety for all road users.

It is considered that the proposed development is designed to create a safer environment for both
pedestrian and vehicular movement in the area.

Having regard to the nature of works set out in this Part 8 application, it is considered that this proposed
scheme accords with the principals and associated policy objectives set out in the current Roscommon
County Development Plan.



Planning Assessment

The works outlined above are intended to address public safety and improved traffic movements in this
area, adjoining the secondary school. This development will have a positive impact on how pedestrian
and traffic movements take place at this location.

Plan detail as submitted, provides a sufficiently detailed schedule of works. The works outlined are
considered appropriate in terms of layout and design.

Conclusion

In consideration of the faregoing, it is concluded that the proposed scheme accords well with the current
overarching policy objectives, as well as the development management guidelines and standards of the
Roscommon County Development Plan 2022-2028 and thus accords with the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area.

Recommendation

In the event this development proceeds, consideration should be given to the following:

¢ Ali surface finishes should be of high quality and durable to support the integrity of the public road
infrastructure in the area, incorporating appropriate surface water treatment proposals.

(= -

Signed: Date: 25/04/2025
Brian Farragher
SEP




Appendix C
Public Notice

QS Combhairie Cantno
Rat Comain

£

FOMHALIRLE CONTAE ROS COMAIN
ROSCOMMON COUNTY COUNCIL
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED)
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 {AS AMENDED) - PART 8

NOTICE IN RELATION TO SPECIFIED DEVELOPMENT

Notice is hereby given pursuant to the provisions of Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)
and Artide 81 of Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) that Roscommon County
Council proposes to carry out the following development:

N5/L60539 Strokestown, Road Safety Improvement Scheme

The proposed works will introduce various engineering measures enabling the N5/L60539 junction and St Marys
Primary School access to operate more efficiently and safely. The continuation of a new-shared surface pathway will
promote sustainable options for children accessing the school fram available parking in the town centre thereby
reducing congestion at the school gate. Redesign of the N5/L60539 junction will create a much safer environment for
vulnerable road users to cross the junction. Introduction of road markings and signage in accordance with the Safe
Routes to School program will increase driver awareness and reduce vehicle speeds

The project involves:

*  Site clearance works

= Fpotpath and pavement improvement works

® Landscaping

»  Other ancillary works including the provision of traffic signs, road markings, kerbs, street lighting
and utility diversions

An Appropriate Assessment screening report in respect of the development has been carried out and is available for
inspection. The report concluded that the development does not need to proceed to Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment
In accordance with Article 120 (3), as amended by 5.1. No. 296 of 2018, a person may, within four weeks beginning on
the date of the publication of this notice apply to An Bord Pleanala for a screening determination as to whether the
development would be likely to have significant effects on the environment. Such a submission should be addressed to
the Secretary, An Bord Pleanala, 64, Marlborough Street, Oublin, 1.

Plans and Particulars of the proposed development may be inspected or purchased (at a fee not exceeding the
reasonable cost of making a copy) for a period of four weeks from 14™ March 2025 during pubfic opening hours at the
offices of Rascommon County Council, Aras an Chontae, Roscommon Town F42 VR98. Plans and particulars may also be
viewed online on the Roscommon County Council website at www roscommencoco.ie

A submission or observation in relation to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and sustainable
development of the area in which the development would be situated, may be made, in writing or via email before 25th
April 2025, marked “N5/L60539 Strokestown, Road Safety Improvement Scheme” and submitted to: Roscommon

County Council, Roads and Transportation Department, Aras an Chontae, Roscommon Town F42 VR98 or
roadsifiroscommoncocg je

Signed: Greg O'Donnell, A/Director of Services Date of Notice: 14™ March 2025
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